A safety evaluation of brentuximab vedotin for the treatment of Hodgkin lymphoma.
Brentuximab vedotin is an anti-CD30 monoclonal antibody-drug conjugate approved for treating relapsed or refractory Hodgkin lymphoma. The pivotal trial demonstrated brentuximab vedotin's efficacy and manageable toxicity profile with peripheral neuropathy and neutropenia being the most common side effects. The phase I study of brentuximab vedotin combined with ABVD or AVD revealed its contraindication with bleomycin due to pulmonary toxicity. As trials continue to investigate the drug in frontline and relapsed settings, emerging safety data will further define brentuximab vedotin's role in managing Hodgkin lymphoma. This article reviews the current literature on brentuximab vedotin in Hodgkin lymphoma treatment, both as a single agent and in combination regimens. The review focuses on safety findings from clinical trials, expected adverse events, and rare serious toxicities. Brentuximab vedotin is a breakthrough antibody-drug conjugate that may provide new options in earlier lines of therapy for Hodgkin lymphoma. Results from the ongoing phase III trial comparing ABVD to AVD + brentuximab vedotin will inform whether brentuximab vedotin adds benefit to frontline therapy over the current standard of care. The optimal duration of treatment and brentuximab vedotin's potential as an alternative to radiation in early stage disease still warrant investigation.